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" SUNDAY, MAY 9 

The morning was clear in the Pio-| 
neer camp, with a brisk wind blow- 
ing from the south. As there was no 
feed for the teams, the camp moved 
about 8 a. m. and traveled over a 
sandy ridge, descended to the river 
bottom and camped near the river, 
where there was some dry grass. There 
also was wood on an island in front of 
the camp, which was easy to procure. 
Here they rested for the day, it being 
about four miles from the camp of 
the previous evening. This halt was 
in latitude 41 degrees 0 minutes 47 
seconds, or nine miles from the noon 
encampment of the previous day. 

Some of the brethren bathed in 
the river and others did a little wash- 
ing, while others took their horses 
on to the island and cut down cotton- 
wood trees for the animals, being 
careful, however, to leave plenty for 
the use of the oncoming emigrants, 

At 3:30 p. m. the brethren assem- 
bled around the “Revenue Cutter,” 
where a meeting was held, Wilford 
Woodruff, Orson Pratt, Amasa M. 
Lyman and Erza T. Benson were the 
speakers, Thomas Bullock read the 


. laws regulating the camp, and the 


| 
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benediction was pronounced by Wil- 
ford Woodruff. 

At the close of the afternoon meet- 
ing President Young ate supper with 
Elder Kimball, after which the two 
brethren started out together, accom-' 
panied by one or two others, going 
out to look at the country. A few 
miles ahead they found a small 
stream, which the Pioneers would 

ave to cross, and where they saw 
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multitudes of buffalo coming to wa- 
ter. Orrin Porter Rockwell and 
Phineas H. Young went within six or 


eight rods of them to try and get one, 
but in the whole herd they could not 
find one fit to kill; the animals were 


all ‘very poor, feed being scarce b } 
cause the grass had been eaten off as}! 
soon as it sprung up. There were, 
however, some good cottonwood) 
groves and clear water in the stream.) 
They also saw some wild geese and 
a skunk, After sundown the wind 
blew up from the northwest and the 
air was chilly, 

William Clayton, during the day, 
had prepared another board, upon 
which he had written, “From Winter 
Quarters, 300 miles, May 9, 1847. Pio- 
neer Camp, all well. Distance, ac- 
cording to the reckoning. of William! 
Clayton.” In the evening Elder Clay-! 
ton nailed this to a post which he set 
up about 300 yards from. the camp- 
ground on a bend of the river. Elder 


Clayton evidently felt that his jour-| - 


nal would be used by the historian of 
after years, for sitting by the bank of 
the Platte that Sunday afternoon he 
wrote in concluding some personal 
jottings: “I expect this journal will 
have to pass through other hands be- 
sides my own or those of my family.” 
He spent much of the time of the day 
writing in Elder Heber C, Kimball's 
journal. 

During the day Elder Willard Rich- 
ards dictated a letter to William Clay- 
ton, which was to be sent to Porter 
Dowdle, president of the Saints at 
Pueblo, by Thomas Woolsey, John H. 
Tippets and Roswell Stevens, and at 
a meeting of the Twelve held during 
the day it was agreed that these three 
brethren, who had been chosen to 
visit the Saints at Pueblo, should con- 
tinue with the Pioneer camp as far 
as Fort Laramie.. Elder Wilford 
Woodruff also wrote letters for the 


brethren to take to Brothers James! 
Ferguson and James Bevan at Pueblo. | 
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PRATT, Orson, president of the 
British Mission from 1848 to 1851 
and from 1856 to 1857. (See Bio. 
Ency., Vol. 1, p. 87.) 


